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New Dashboard Explores Initial Unemployment Claims in Detail

KYSTATS recently released the County Unemployment Update dashboard which provides current data on initial

unemployment insurance (Ul) claims filed by Kentucky residents. The dashboard allows users to understand more
about Kentucky workers and businesses affected by the Covid-19 public health emergency including demographics
such as gender, age, and race as well as which
industries are most affected. County Unemployment Update

https://kystats.ky.gov/Reports/Tableau/CUU 2020

An initial claim is filed by an unemployed
individual after a separation from an employer. The initial claim is a request to determine the individual’s basic
eligibility for the Ul program. Typically, after a person has filed an initial claim and has experienced a week of
unemployment, the individual then files a continued claim to claim benefits for that week of unemployment. The
data are extracted from the Program for Measuring Insured Unemployed Statistics System (PROMIS) which is
populated with data files from the Kentucky Office of Unemployment Insurance. The data are updated weekly at
the state and county levels. Note: These data are a snapshot in time and may change as additional claims are
processed.

There was a sharp increase in the number of initial claims filed with the Office of Ul beginning the week of March
15, 2020. According to PROMIS data, there were 1,999 initial claims made by Kentucky residents the week of
March 8, increasing by more than 55,000 the following week. Of the 57,236 claims filed during the week of March
15, 63 percent were female (36,014 claims), 13 percent were minority claimants (7,189 claims) and 68 percent
were workers between the ages of 25 and 54 (38,996 claims). When looking at initial claims by industry, the
largest number came from those that were employed in the Accommodation & Food Services sector as many
restaurants and bars were closed to in-person service (13,727 claims).

Key Indicators for All Counties for Week Beginning March 15, 2020

Total Initial Claims inori Age 25 to 54

57,236 36,014 7,189 38,996 Accomodation & Food Services

Between March 15t and April 18t there were more than 50,000 initial claims each week. In total, there were
399,634 claims filed during this five week period. / \
If you have been laid off due to the

coronavirus public health emergency, you
may be eligible for unemployment

insurance. You can file for unemployment
benefits here: https://kcc.ky.gov/
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https://kystats.ky.gov/Reports/Tableau/CUU_2020
https://kcc.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx

New Dashboard Explores Initial
Unemployment Claims in Detail

Workers from every industry sector filed Initial Claims by Industry, March 15 - April 18, 2020
unemployment claims during this five week
t1mefram§. The'adJacent chart §hows the top‘ten Manufacturing - 42,569
sectors with claims, the largest is Manufacturing
with 42,569 claims between March 15% and April Health Care and Social - 34 883
18t followed by Health Care and Social Assistance Assistance ’
with 34,883 claims. Ninety-one percent of all Accommodation and Food - 33788
initial claims that included information on their Services ’
last employer were in these ten sectors. The Retail Trad - )5 182
majority of claims made in the Manufacturing etalt frade ’
sector were made by men while the majority of Administrative and Support

; ; ; ; I 11,684
claims in the Health Care and Social Assistance and Waste Management...
sector were made by women. !t shoqld b‘e noted Other Services (except a1
that only 51 percent of all initial claims included Public Administration) )
information on last employer. Transportation and I - %

Warehousing !

The following table summarizes initial claims data
from March 15 through April 18, 2020, the peak Construction | 7,449
weeks of initial claims. Females make up 51
percent of all initial claims among Kentucky Educational Services I 6,550
residents during this period. The highest share of = Female
females making unemployment claims are found in Wholesale Trade I 6,175 Male

TENCO (54.2 percent) and West Kentucky (55.1
percent) LWAs.

Source: Kentucky Office of Unemployment Insurance, PROMIS data

Initial Claims for Kentucky Residents, March 15 - April 18, 2020 Prime age workers are between the
Initial Prime Age ages of 25 and 54. In Kentucky, this
LWA Claims Female Workers Minority group made up 63.6 percent of the
Bluegrass 87,493 50.5% 64.0% 13.8% labor force in 2019 according to the
Cumberlands 27,976 49.5% 65.2% 3.2% U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. As
EKCEP 26,116 48.6% 67.2% 1.5% shown in the adjacent chart, this age
Green River 17,379 48.3% 64.5% 7.2% group made up between 62.0 percent
(Northern Kentucky) to 67.2 percent
Kentuckiana Works 103,728 50.6% 64.2% 24.1% (EKCEP) of initial claims in the LWAs
Lincoln Trail 28,489 50.9% 63.6% 9.8% during the five weeks of peak claims.
Northern Kentucky 32,306 53.7% 62.0% 6.8%
South Central 28,140 50.1% 65.5% 12.8% Minorities include all claimants of all
TENCO 17 068 5429 65.4% 3.8% races and ethnicities except for non-
. R . . Hispanic whites due to redaction.
West Kentucky 30,922 55.1% 63.0% 11.8% Kentuckiana Works had the largest
Total Initial Claims 399,617 51.0% 64.3% 13.1% share of unemployment claims made by
Source: Kentucky Office of Unemployment Insurance, PROMIS data minority workers during this period,

24.1 percent.
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As shown in the table above, total initial claims filed by residents of Kentucky during the five peak weeks are
concentrated in the Kentuckiana Works and Bluegrass LWAs. However, when looking at initial claims as a share of
the March civilian labor force in the bottom map, the Cumberlands and Lincoln Trail LWAs have the highest share
of their labor force filing initial claims for unemployment.

Initial Claims as Share of Civilian Labor Force During Peak Weeks, March 15 to April 18, 2020

Source: Kentucky Office of Unemployment Insurance, PROMIS data

The volume of initial unemployment claims filed in Kentucky has been unprecedented. For reference, there were
792,665 initial claims filed in Kentucky during the Great Recession (December 2007 through June 2009), a period
of 19 months. As shown here and in the KYSTATS dashboard, the impact of this current situation has been felt
throughout the state, in every industrial sector, and across all demographic groups.
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KYSTATS NEWS

KYSTATS has updated several dashboards that can be accessed on our website (https://kystats.ky.gov/).

— Civilian Labor Force Report

OF THE

This interactive report allows users to explore estimates from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics'
LN Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) program and the Current Population Survey (CPS).
PRESSY nttps://kystats.ky.gov/Reports/Tableau/CLFR_2019

Kentucky Workforce Dashboard

OF THE

1
()’l The Kentucky Workforce Dashboard is a user-friendly tool that local workforce areas can use to
inform the impact of services in their area.

PRESS!| https://kystats.ky.gov/Reports/Tableau/KWD_2020

Postsecondary Feedback Report

OF THE

l("l‘ Earning a postsecondary credential can unlock opportunity, but a student’s odds of success can vary

based on the institution they attend, the credential they pursue, and the content area of their
PRESS! studies. This interactive report allows users to explore outcomes for students at each of Kentucky’s
postsecondary institutions by major and credential type.

https://kystats.ky.gov/Reports/Tableau/2020_PSFR

, Follow us on Twitter @KYSTATS for updates
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